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Openness

The Constitution of Finland (1999)

”Everyone has the right of access to public 
documents and recordings.“ 

(Chapter 2, Section 12)

2

https://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/1999/en19990731_20111112.pdf


TREY
research

Openness

Parliamentary Office
Strategy 2016-2019
Openness as a strategic goal

Library of Parliament
Open to public since 1913-

- the
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Open data

EU PSI Directive (2003, 2013)
Re-use of public sector information
(2003/98/EC, 2013/37/EU)  

- of
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:02003L0098-20130717
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32013L0037
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Open data

Council of State (2011)
Decision in principle

Government program (2013-2015)
”The goal of the program is to open all public

sector data by 2020.”
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https://vm.fi/fi/avointieto?p_p_id=56_INSTANCE_UxOSoAVR7qOq&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-2&p_p_col_count=1&_56_INSTANCE_UxOSoAVR7qOq_languageId=en_US
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Avoindata.fi
Open data portal
Distribution platform for open data released by finnish
individuals, companies and public organizations.

1 711 Datasets
801 Organizations

14 Applications
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https://www.avoindata.fi/en
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Development path

2010-2019
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Pilot project & 
Requirements
analysis 2011 -
2015

Amazon Web 
Service Pilot
2016- 2018

Forming a 
Cloud Vision

?

OUR PATH TO OPEN DATA
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The invitation to tender 2016The invitation to tender 2016

The invitation to tender 2018The invitation to tender 2018

Influenced 2011 by
EU Commission desicion

2011,  Council of State 
2011, Flagship Project of 

the Government 
Program 2013 - 2015

Influenced 2011 by
EU Commission desicion

2011,  Council of State 
2011, Flagship Project of 

the Government 
Program 2013 - 2015
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Pilot project

2010-2011
In co-operation with Jyväskylä University

Users’ needs
Contents
Formats
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Benchmarking

Open data services
15 countries (2016)
Contents and formats vary
Access to data varies
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http://www.wepc2016.org/en/hackathon-wepc2016/datasets
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Open data project

2015-2016
Preliminary examination
Technological requirements
Information architecture
Co-operation with users/developers
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Open data project

2016-2018
(Revised) information architecture

Cloud service
Policy issues (1st cloud service)
Infrastructural issues
Resource issues

Several 3rd parties involved
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Architecture 
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AWS Cloud service
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Absence from a plenary session 
& committee 2015 ->

OPEN DATA SERVICE, VERSION 1.0
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Amazon 
Web Service

Platform

Amazon 
Web Service

Platform

Data
XML, PDF

MPs’ parliamentary action 2015 
->

Voting results 1976 ->

Parliamentary documents 2015 ->
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Open data service

Version 1.0 
Published in June 2018
API/REST –interface
Freetext search
Database search
Datasets
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Development

2019
Tender for maintenance and development
New vendor
Fundamental improvements

Technological architecture

Configurations

User interface
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Open data service

Version 2.0
To be published June 2019
Extended contents

Data on members of parliament
Parliamentary documents (1907-2000) 

Revised user interface
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Absence from a plenary session 
& committee 2015 ->

OPEN DATA SERVICE, VERSION 2.0
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Amazon 
Web 

Service

Platform

Amazon 
Web 

Service

Platform

Parliamentary

Documents

1907 - 2000

Parliamentary

Documents

1907 - 2000

MPs’

Personal

Data

MPs’

Personal

Data

Data
XML, PDF

MPs’ parliamentary action 2015 -
>

Voting results 1976 ->

Parliamentary documents 2015 ->
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Futuredevelopments
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Absence from a plenary session 
& committee 2015 ->

OPEN DATA SERVICE, VERSION 3.0
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Amazon 
Web Service

Platform

Amazon 
Web Service

Platform

Parliament

ary

Documents

2001-2014

Parliament

ary

Documents

2001-2014

Data
XML, PDF

MPs’ personal data 2019 ->

Voting results 1976 ->

Parliamentary documents 
1907-2000, 2015 ->
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Road map
2019-2020

Vision & strategy

Extend contents

Real time access on voting data

Improve user interface

Improve usability
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Benchmarking

Open data services
Parliaments in 10 countries

Contents
Loadability of data
User guides
Usability
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Co-operation

Users, developers
Facebook group

Feedback
Development needs
Discussion
Demos

23



TREY
research

Use cases
Democratize (3rd sector, business)

YLE (National Broadcasting Company, Power Watchbot
Voitto) (media)

Lataamo (Research resource, analytic user interface) 
(research)
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https://www.democratize.fi/en
https://newslab.yle.fi/blog/6syw78A3DJcfCyNDByERpN
https://www.utu.fi/fi/yliopisto/oikeustieteellinen-tiedekunta/tutkimus
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Open Data Service, 2.0
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Open Data Service, 2.0
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Demo
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http://avoindata.eduskunta.fi/digitoidut/
http://avoindata.eduskunta.fi/
https://test.avoindata.eduskunta.fi/#/fi/home

http://avoindata.eduskunta.fi/digitoidut/
http://avoindata.eduskunta.fi/
https://test.avoindata.eduskunta.fi/#/fi/home
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Thankyou!
Päivikki Karhula& Sari Wilenius

+358 50 574 1345

paivikki.karhula@eduskunta.fi, 
sari.wilenius@eduskunta.fi

www.eduskunta.fi
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mailto:Paivikki.karhula@eduskunta.fi
mailto:sari.wilenius@eduskunta.fi
http://www.eduskunta.fi/

